07/26/2005 09:47 FAI 631 549 0404 



STRIKER & STRIKER 



■* US PTO 



@003 



Amendmen ts to the claims: 

1 . (canceled) 

2. (currently amended)The wiper blade according to claim 4 10, 
wherein the crosspieces (36, 38) are embodied as separate components and are 
affixed to the two sprhg strips (28, 30). 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (currenl ly amended)The wiper blade according to claim 4 10, 
wherein the length (78) of the spring strips is greater than the length (76) of the 
wiper strip (14). 

6. (currently amended)The wiper blade according to claim 4 10, 
wherein at least one crossplece (36, 38) is disposed at each end section of the 
two associated spring strips (28, 30). 

7. (currertly amended) The wiper blade according to claim 6, wherein 
a crosspiece disposed in the middle region of the two associated spring strips 
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(28, 30) is embodied i\s part (16) of a the connecting device for connecting the 
wiper blade (10) to the wiper arm (18). 

8. (previou sly presented)The wiper blade according to claim 6, 
wherein at least one cf the two crosspieces (70) disposed at one of the 
respective end sections of the spring strips (28, 30) is provided with a stop (74), 
which is connected to its middle section (42) and partially covers the adjacent 
end (72) of the wiper *;trip. 

9. (previou sly presented) The wiper blade according to claim 8, 
wherein the both of ths crosspieces (36, 38) disposed at the ends of the support 
element (12) are provided with a stop (74). 

10. (currently amended) Th e wip e r blad e according to claim 1, A wiper 
blade (10) for windows motor vehicles, having an elongated, rubber-elastic wiper 
strip (14), which can be placed against the window (22) and is connected to an 
elongated, spring-elastic support element (12) so that their longitudinal axes are 
parallel, which support element (12) is directly connected to a device for 
connecting the wiper blade to a driven wiper arm (18). wherein the support 
element (12) has two band-like spring strips (28. 30). which are situated in a 
plane that Is disposed in front of the window, essentially parallel to the window, 
and whose one, lower band surfaces (13) are oriented toward the window and 
whose adjacent, inner longitudinal edges (48). which are disposed spaced a 
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distance (34^ apart from each other, each protrude into a respective longitudinal 
groove (54. 56. or 10E). which grooves are associated with each longitudinal 
edge and are each open toward a respective longitudinal side of the wiper strip 
(14V and these two serine strips (36. 38) are connected to each other by at least 
two crosspieces (36. <\8) disposed spaced apart from each other in the 
longitudinal direction, wherein each crosspiece (36. 38) has a middle section (42) 
which extends spaced a distance (44) apart from the upper band surfaces (1 1) of 
the soring strips (28, •;()). producing bridge-like crosspieces (36. 38). where the 
distance (34) between the two longitudinal strips (28. 30) is less than the bridge 
width (46), 

wherein the crosspieces (36. 38) are attached to the upper band surfaces 
(11) of the two soring strips (28. 30). 

wherein the crosspieces (36. 38) are welded to the two spring strips (28. 
30). so that the wiper strip from an end of the support element is insertable 
linearly between the longitudinal edges of the soring strips facing one another, 
and 

wherein each crosspiece (36, 38) disposed at the end sections of the two 
spring strips (28, 30) s provided with a covering cap (82) preferably made of 
plastic. 

1 1 . (currently amended)The wiper blade according to claim 4 10, 
wherein the thickness; (64) of a wall (58) provided between the two longitudinal 
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grooves (54, 56) in the wiper strip (14) is smaller than the distance (34) between 
the adjacent longitudinal edges (32) of the two associated spring strips (28, 30). 

12. (currently amended) The wiper blade according to claim 4 10. 
wherein the wiper strip (100), which has a uniform cross section over its 
longitudinal span, has a strip-like wiper lip (101), which can be placed against the 
window and which, by means of a narrow intermediary strip (1 02) that is formed 
by groove-like constrictions (106) on opposite sides, is connected to a covering 
strip (104) secured to the support element (12), and in that each of the two 
adjacent inner longitudinal edges (32) of the spring strips (28, 30) is disposed in 
one of the two groove-like constrictions (106) of the wiper strip (1 00). 

13. (previously presented) The wiper blade according to claim 12, 
wherein the lateral defining surfaces (108, 1 10) of the groove-like constrictions 
(106) diverge from the intermediary strip (102) to the longitudinal sides of the 
wiper strip. 

14. (currently amended) The wiper blade according to claim 13, 
wherein one lateral defining surface (110) of the groove-like constrictions (106) 
has a spherica l circular curvature, viewed in cross section. 

1 5. (currently amended) The w i por b l ado accord i ng to cla i m 13, A wiper 
blade (10) for windows of motor vehicle s, having an elongated, rubber-elastic 
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wiper strip (14V which can be placed against the window (22) and is connected 
to an elongated, spring-elastic support element (12) so that the ir longitudinal 
axes are parallel, which support element (12) is directly conne cted to a device for 
connecting the wiper blade to a driven wiper arm (18V wherein the support 
fo m e nt (12) has two hand-like soring strips (28. 30V which are situated in a 
plane that is disposed in front of the window, essent ially parallel to the window, 
and whose one, lower band surfaces (13) are orient ed toward the window and 
whose adjacent, inner longitudinal edges (48V which are disposed spaced a 
distance (34) apart from each other, each protrude into a re spective longitudinal 
groove (54. 56. or 106 ). which grooves are associated with each longitudinal 
edge and are each open toward a respective longitudinal side of the wiper strip 
(14), and these two sinino strips (36. 38) are conne cted to each other bv at least 
two crosspieces (36. 38) disposed spaced apart from each other in the 
longitudinal direction, wherein each c rossoiece (36. 38) has a middle section (42) 
which extends spaced a distance (44) apart from the upper band surfaces (1 1) of 
the soring strips (28. 30). producing bridge-like crosspieces (3 6. 38). wherein the 
distance (34) between the two longitudinal strips ( 28. 30) Is less than the bridge 
width (46). 

wherein the cnassoieces (36. 38) are attached to the upper band surfaces 
(1 1) of the two soring strips (28. 30). wherein the crosspiec es (36. 38) are welded 
to the two soring strips (28. 30). so that the wiper strip from an end of the support 
element is insertable linearly between the longitudinal edges of the soring strips 
facing one another. 
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wherein the wiosr strip (100). which has a uniform cross section over its 
lon gitudinal span, has a strip-like wiper l ip (101). which can be placed against the 
window and which, bv means of a harrow intermediary strip (102) that is formed 
by groove-like constrictions (1 06) on opposite sides, is connected to a covering 
strip (104) secured to the support element (12). and wherein each of the two 
adlacent inner longitudinal edges (32) of the soring strips (28. 30) is disposed in 
one of the two groove- like constrictions (106) of the wiper strip (100). 

wherein the lateral defining surfaces (108. 1 10) of the groove-like 
constrictions (106) divsrae from the intermediary strip (102 ) to the longitudinal 
sides of the wiper strip, and 

wherein both lateral defining surfaces (108, 110) of the groove-like ' 
constrictions (106) have a sphor i oa l circular curvature, viewed in cross section. 

1 8. (previou sly presented)The wiper blade according to claim 1 2, 
wherein the wiper lip (101) is provided with a completely closed longitudinal 
conduit (118). 

17. (previously presented)The wiper blade according to claim 12, 
wherein each spring s trip (28, 30), at least with a central edge strip, protrudes 
from its groove-like constriction (106). 

1 8. (currently amended)A wiper blade (1 0) for windows of motor 
vehicles, comprising: 
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an elongated, rubber-elastic wiper strip (14), which can be placed against 
the window (22) and is connected to an elongated, spring-elastic support element 
(12) so that their longitudinal axes are parallel, which support element (12) is 
directly connected to a device for connecting the wiper blade to a driven wiper 
arm (18), wherein the support element (12) has two band-like spring strips (28, 
30), which are situated in a plane that is disposed in front of the window, 
essentially parallel to the window, and whose one, lower band surfaces (13) are 
oriented toward the window and whose adjacent, inner longitudinal edges (48), 
which are disposed spaced a distance (34) apart from each other, each protrude 
into a respective longrt jdinal groove (54, 56, or 106), which grooves are 
associated with each longitudinal edge and are each open toward a respective 
longitudinal side of the wiper strip (14), and these two spring strips (36, 38) are 
connected to each othor by at least two crosspieces (36, 38) disposed spaced 
apart from each otter in the longitudinal direction, wherein each crosspiece (36, 
38) has a middle section (42) which extends spaced a distance (44) apart from 
the upper band surface (11) of the spring strips (28, 30), producing bridge-like 
crosspieces (36, 38), where the distance (34) between the two longitudinal strips 
(28, 30) is less than th<; bridge width (46), 

wherein the wip sr strip (100), which has a uniform cross section over its 
longitudinal span, has a strip-like wiper lip (101), which can be placed against the 
window and which, by means of a narrow intermediary strip (102) that is formed 
by groove-like constrictions (106) on opposite sides, is connected to a covering 
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strip (104) secured to the support element (12), and in that each of the two 
adjacent inner longitudinal edges (32) of the spring strips (28, 30) is disposed in 
one of groove-like conr.trictions (106) of the wiper strip (100), 

wherein the lateral defining surfaces (108, 1 10) of the groove-like 
constrictions (106) diverge from the intermediary strip (102) to the longitudinal 
sides of the wiper strip and 

wherein both lateral defining surfaces (108, 110) of the groove-like 
constrictions (106) havs a spherica l circular curvature, viewed in cross section. 
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